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February 2022 Trestleboard 
To be distributed to members of Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 and officers of the 16th Masonic District. 

From the East 

Greetings, my Brothers. 

First of all, I hope everyone is in good health when you receive this 
trestleboard. Thanks for everyone that attended the installation in 
January. We had a full house! Everyone had a good time and we are 
all energized to work this year for you. 

February starts with the letter F. You know what also starts with that 
letter? The Fair! The time has come to put collective work into this 
important fundraiser. By now, you are all familiar with the new signup 
process. The initial phase is to let us know the days and times you 
are available. In a week or so, we will compile a schedule based on 
your availability. You will be assigned regular and standby shifts. On 
the regular shifts, you will be actively working on the position 
assigned. Standby shifts are for in case someone cannot make it to his or her regular shift, a change 
of schedule or the need for more workers. A shift coordinator will be in contact with you on those days 
that you are assigned for either type of shift. We will be ready to answer all of your questions at our 
stated meeting on Monday, the 7th. I really hope that this management style will improve our overall 
experience of working at the Fair for years to come. 

On February 7th will be the second official visit of the DDGM of our Masonic District, RW Eric 
Romano. Let’s have a great show of support. 

If you have any questions or feedback about the way we are doing, please don’t forget to go to our 
feedback form on our website and drop us a line. The link to the feedback form is: 
https://www.obl80.org/our-lodge/feedback/. 
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Sincerely and fraternally, 

Manny Lozada 
Worshipful Master  

From the West 

My Brothers, 

Most likely, when you read this post, we will be making our plans for 
the fair. Many people will focus on how your assistance helps the 
lodge, and it does. But I want to focus on another perspective, what it 
does for you. For example: 

 Many of the brothers of our lodge cannot make lodge
meetings, but they always work the fair. This is your
opportunity to get to know them and be brothers.

 Ask any war veteran about their experience in the
theatre and they will always talk about their brothers in
arms. You see, it is in tough times that bonds are
strengthened.

 This is your opportunity to meet people that may be
interested in becoming a Freemason, but they haven’t ever seen someone that they
could talk to. This is your opportunity to engage the community and talk about our
craft.

 This is a way to give back to our community. When people ask you what service our
lodge participates in, this will give you something to talk about.

 You will meet an enormous amount of people and any one of them could be your next
brother, sister, associate, etc.

You see, I also want you to work the fair but maybe for reasons you didn’t expect. I want you to work 
the fair because I care about YOU and I want YOU to experience the blessings I’ve received as a 
result of my involvement. 

Lastly, not everyone can participate in the fair, we should all understand that with an extension of 
grace. 

I hope to see you there! 

In Brotherly Love, 

-Sam
Senior Warden

Masonic Education Column 

The shovel, setting maul, coffin, and sprig of acacia 

The shovel, setting maul, coffin, and sprig of acacia are reminders 
that death comes to all men, and Freemasonry was born at a time 

when men lived shorter lives. The threat of an early death was more 

February Birthdays 

Tommy Brock 
John Roberson III 
Michael Crenshaw 
Russell Denamh 
Hipolito Perez 

Ulysses Chapman Jr 
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prevalent than it is today. Medical care was more luck than science. 
Families were larger, yet the infant mortality rate was much higher. 
Childhood diseases as well as adult illnesses were far deadlier than 
in our own time, and entire families were wiped out by epidemics or 
wars. As a result, images of death were common and perhaps not 
so shocking or bizarre as they are for us today. Death is a fact of 

life, and it’s ultimately more ominous than the birds and the bees. In 
some lodges these symbols are accompanied by a skull and 

crossbones. We tend to associate skulls and crossbones with pirate 
movies, Nazi SS uniforms, and rat-poison boxes, but a little over a 

century ago they were common reminders of the fragility of life 
itself. 

 
 Origins:The skull in alchemy was called caput mortuum, the worthless 

residue of death, and is a symbol of decline and decay. The alchemists of 
the Middle Ages sought the secret of transmuting, or turning ordinary metal 

into gold or silver. The first part of the process was called putrefaction, 
when the base metal was heated and decomposed into air, water, and 
earth. Alchemists called this the Great Work — the transformation of 

common, base metal into gold. Likewise, the transformation of a base, 
common man into a Master Mason is a similar transformation and the great 

work of the Masonic lodge. 
 

Like the scythe, the symbols of the grave remind Masons that we 
shall eventually die and turn to dust. The hearty acacia plant, which 
thrives in the Holy Land, can often seem to spring back to life from 

little more than a dead branch, and it reminds us of the hope for 
immortality that unites all religions. 

 
Hodapp, Christopher. Freemasons For Dummies . Wiley. Kindle 

Edition.  
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Happy Birthday Brothers! 
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Petitioners 
 

Mr. Myfedgy Fanord 
Mr. Jean Paul Destine 
Mr. Dieurinel Francois 

Mr. Curtis Smith 
Mr. Reinaldo Rodriguez-Ghigliotty 

 
New Member 

Jesus Rodriguez 
 

Entered Apprentices 
Learning Catechism: 

John Torres 
Eric Almenas 
Mark Dayao 
Rey Andújar 

Stephen Fisher  
 

 

 

 

Officer's Line 2022 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Seizmore 

 
 

Worshipful Master 
Manuel Lozada 

WorshipfulMaster@obl80.org 
+1 (352) 448‐6694 

Secretary 
W∴ Wendell Tomimbang 
Secretary@obl80.org 

Senior Deacon 
Ivan Becerra 

 
Chaplain 

W∴ James Davis 

   
Senior Steward 
Isaiah Schwartz 

Historian 
W∴ James Fisher 

 
Junior Warden 
Rafael Surillo 

JuniorWarden@obl80.org 
 

   
Junior Steward 

Odormiro Ferreira 

     



4

Marshall 
R∴ W∴ Robert Cunningham 

Senior Warden 
Sam Ashley, III 

SeniorWarden@obl80.org 

Junior Deacon 
H. Joe Perez 

 
Tyler 

Benny Iannuzzeli 
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Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 Past Masters 
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