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January 2022 Trestleboard 
To be distributed to members of Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 and officers of the 16th Masonic District. 

From the East 

Greetings my Brothers, 

First and foremost, happy New Year! My best wish is that you and 
your family are in good health. As I write this, the Omicron surge is in 
its beginning stages here in the U.S. Please take care of yourselves. 

This month I begin my journey in the East. Thank you all for your 
confidence in me and for the honor of leading our lodge. My hope is 
that everyone feels at home and that together we improve our lodge 
and ourselves by following the sacred tenets of our time-honored 
institution. Masonry can be many things. For some, its history and 
traditions captivate them and for others, the bonds of fellowship draw 
them together. One thing is certain: our institution derived its 
teachings from ancient mystery schools of initiatory nature. It has 
been passed down to us, almost intact, thanks to the ancient 
landmarks. These landmarks prohibit changes to the ritual, ensuring its transmission from mouth to ear, 
from generation to generation. Our value proposition is that we take good men and make them better. 
It is our obligation to do just that by means of education, but always remembering that history, tradition, 
fellowship and brotherhood are what makes us Freemasons. It is not all education, the same way it is 
not all social. Our calendar for the year will provide opportunities to work, learn and socialize. Let us 
make the most out of it by participating. 

I want to remind everyone that the Kissimmee Valley LiveStock (KVLS) Fair is almost upon us. I know 
you have heard some of us talking about it and have seen it mentioned on TeamReach. In 2021, we 
raised nine (9) new Master Masons. We currently have many petitioners and E.A.s that are also hearing 
about it, but do not know what our involvement with the Fair is about. It is for this reason that we will 
have a presentation explaining everything about the KVLS Fair and why it is important for everyone to 
participate. Furthermore, we will unveil a plan to manage the schedules that we feel will improve the 
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overall experience of our lodge members in their contribution to this event. If you want to hear about it, 
don’t miss our first meeting of the year on January 3rd. 

Our secretary will be reaching out to our lodge widows with the intention of restarting the program to 
honor them. I’m thinking of a lunch gathering rather than dinner, in case some cannot drive at night. I 
feel this is a very important event that we should continue doing as it is part of our Obligation. Please 
let me know your feedback by going to our website (OBL80.org) and filling out the Member Feedback 
form. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Manny Lozada 
Worshipful Master Elect 

From the West 

First, I would like to congratulate WME Manny Lozada on his election 
to the East. I would also like to thank the brethren for electing me to 
the Senior Warden position. I am looking forward to another year of 
service and working with and assisting Manny in the fulfillment of his 
goals for his year in the East. 

Drive by any fitness gym during the first week of January and you will 
quickly see by the number of cars in the parking lot that new years’ 
represent resolutions, re-invention, and renewal for many people. 
However, if you drive by the same gym in March, you will see only a 
fraction of the cars in the same parking lot. I asked a friend of mine 
who is a personal trainer about this observation. He explained that it 
often comes down to having a workout buddy that holds you 
accountable. Perhaps that is what many of us need this new year - 
workout buddies. As you set your personal goals for this year, consider thinking to yourself how you 
can help someone else achieve their goals. How can you help your brothers achieve their goals through 
encouragement, accountability, and sincerity? You could be the brother that helps another with a 
breakthrough that makes them a better father, son, husband, leader, servant, etc. We take good men 
and make them better - let us resolve to never forget that. 

In brotherly love, 

Sam Ashley 
Senior Warden Elect 
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From the South 

Greetings from the South. 

First of all I am honored to have been elected Junior Warden for 
2022. This is going to be a great year for our Lodge. This year I 
will continue to work with a mentoring program and instruction, 
as well as assist all my brothers as the chairman of the Vigilance 
Committee. You will fill your bellies with great Italian and Puerto 
Rican cuisine along with some Asian fusion and maybe some 
Mediterranean. One of my main plans this year is to have more 
outings with our brothers along with more Masonic Education. I 
am open to all and any ideas that are brethren may have. 

Once again thank you for electing me as your junior warden and let’s make 2022 one of the best years 
of our lodge. 

Sincerely, 

Rafael Surillo 
Junior Warden Elect 

From the Secretary's Desk 

Brethren, 

Congratulations to the newly elected and appointed Officers for 
2022 who will be installed on January 15, 2022.  Every year poses 
new challenges to the Lodge leadership and even with the pandemic 
still looming, this will not be any different at all. The Lodge will be 
strong as it ever was and getting stronger as our membership 
continues to grow. While so many feared the pandemic will hurt 
organizations like us, on the contrary, membership has grown during 
this period. Fortunately? Not just so.  I would say this Fraternity’s 
resolve keeps us as strong and resilient as ever under any situation 
we are faced with. 
We have raised several brothers in the last few months and more 
than ever, these Brothers need our guidance to enlighten them with 
their responsibilities as Master Masons and what are expected of 
them.  This is perhaps the most important time in a Mason’s journey as they need to be educated well 
and properly as they are the future who will in turn educate and guide newcomers to our Fraternity. It 
will be great to spend time and share with them our knowledge and experience. 

It has been a good year for our Lodge, everything is in order with the Office Administration and Finance, 
and all our obligations are fully met and satisfied. At our DDGM visit a few months back, our Lodge fully 
complied and satisfied all Grand Lodge requirements, as we have done all through the years. 
May you and your families all have a Great New Year. Happy Holidays! 

Fraternally, 
Wendell Tomimbang, PM 

 

Masonic Education Column 
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(On) SPECULATIVE THINKING 

 
 Our tradition teaches that we are engaged in Speculative 
Masonry rather than Operative Masonry. While we have ritual 
instructions on this distinction, it is also worthwhile to simply consider 
the meaning of “speculative.” To be speculative is to ask and try to 
answer questions such as these:  
 

 What might a particular thing symbolize or mean 
other than what is superficially or literally apparent? 

 If we consider something to have a particular 
meaning or explanation, how might that affect the 
possible meanings or explanations of other things? 

 Where are the gaps in our explanations, knowledge, 
and understanding, and what possibilities might fill in 
the gaps?  

 What other explanations are possible for the way 
things are?  

 
 Our tradition illustrates that for centuries, Speculative 
Masons have applied these kinds of questions to the tools, methods, 
and customs of stonemasonry. Our ritual clearly engages this 
process by regarding almost everything we experience or do in the 
lodge as emblematic, symbolic, or allegorical of something 
related to virtuous and moral living. Masonic esotericism 
does not assume that all the speculative thinking in Masonry 
has already been done for us by the early ritualists, or that 
our only duties are to learn and perpetuate what they found. 
In fact, the ritual and monitorial instructions of many 
jurisdictions encourage us to always seek more light. 
Masonic esotericism therefore takes the ritual’s explanations 
as a common foundation while also answering its call to 
attain new insight, understanding, and wisdom. 
 
 
Dunning Jr., C. R.. Contemplative Masonry: Basic Applications of 
Mindfulness, Meditation, and Imagery for the Craft (Revised & 
Expanded Edition) (p. 74). Stone Guild Publishing. Kindle Edition.   

 

 
 

January Birthdays 
 

Christopher Horton 
Raul Ramos 

Landon Nickerson 
Nelson Roman Jr. 
Thomas Tavenner 

 
Happy Birthday Brothers! 

 
 
 

Petitions | Mentor's Report 
 

Petitioners 
 

Mr. Myfedgy Fanord 
Mr. Jean Paul Destine 
Mr. Dieurinel Francois 

Mr. Curtis Smith 
Mr. Reinaldo Rodriguez-Ghigliotty 

 
New Member 

Jesus Rodriguez 
 

Entered Apprentices 
Learning Catechism: 

John Torres 
Eric Almenas 
Mark Dayao 
Rey Andújar 

Stephen Fisher  
 

 

 

 

Officer's Line 2022 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Seizmore 

 
 

Worshipful Master 
Manuel Lozada 

WorshipfulMaster@obl80.org 
+1 (352) 448‐6694 

Secretary 
W∴ Wendell Tomimbang 
Secretary@obl80.org 

Senior Deacon 
Ivan Becerra 

 
Chaplain 

W∴ James Davis 

   
Senior Steward 
Isaiah Schwartz 
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Historian 
W∴ James Fisher 

Junior Warden 
Rafael Surillo 

JuniorWarden@obl80.org 

Junior Steward 
Odormiro Ferreira 

Marshall 
R∴ W∴ Robert Cunningham 

Senior Warden 
Sam Ashley, III 

SeniorWarden@obl80.org 

Junior Deacon 
H. Joe Perez

Tyler
Benny Iannuzzeli 

Committees for Masonic Year 2022 

Board of Relief 
Bro. Rafael Surillo

Building and Property 
Bro. Pat Fisher

Bro. Benny Ianuzzelli 

Charity and Scholarship 
R∴ W∴ Bob Cunningham

Finance 
Bro. Sam Ashley
Bro. Rafael Surillo 

R∴W∴ Bob Cunningham 

Fundraising 
W∴ Wendell Tomimbang

Masonic Education 
W∴M∴ Manny Lozada
Bro. Isaiah Schwartz 
Bro. Jeff Sizemore 

Petitions 
Bro. Ivan Becerra

Bro. Khristopher Rodriguez 

Technology 
W∴ M∴ Manny Lozada

Social Events 
Bro. Sam Ashley

Communications 
Bro. Khristopher Rodriguez 

Bro. Isaiah Schwartz 

Mentoring 
(M.E. Subcommittee) 
Bro. Ivan Becerra

Vigiliance 
Bro. Rafael Surillo

Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 Past Masters 
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