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From the East 
 
Greetings, Brethren! 
 
Welcome to November. This is my favorite month. The weather begins to 
change. It is much more pleasant to be outdoors, there are arts and crafts 
festivals in almost every town, and it is the month of my favorite holiday, 
Thanksgiving Day. No matter how commercial establishments try to ignore 
Thanksgiving by going from Halloween decorations to Christmas, 
Thanksgiving is meant to be celebrated with our families and friends to do one 
thing: to give thanks. We spend most of our time asking material things, good 
health, better finances, and business success among many other things. But 
this day we stop to thank the GAOTU for all the blessings. 
 
This is the first year that I will not be with my mother on Thanksgiving. Despite 
her movement limitations for the last 15+ years, all three sons and our wives 
get together with my mom and dad to celebrate and give thanks. This year, one chair will be empty, but we will be 
as thankful as ever for the gift of being her children and for all the lessons we learned from her. 
 
I have to take a moment to thank each and every one who through email, text, phone calls, or Facebook gave me 
words of condolences and support. The brotherly love I have received during this time has shown me the amazing 
fraternity I am so proud to be a member. Thank you. 
 
The 60th Steak Dinner was a huge success! Thanks to everyone who in one way or another collaborated to make 
it one of the best so far. Our Fellowcrafts assisted in every aspect and it was amazing to see the camaraderie 
among everyone working the event. The Grand Master went home with his Stetson hat. Check out the Grand 
Lodge’s Facebook page and you’ll see him wearing it proudly at different events. 
 
At the end of August, we Passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft 11 Brothers. It was a good problem to have. However, 
we had to immediately begin searching around the district for lodges with Master Mason degrees on their 
calendars. By the end of September, there were still none showing up on the district calendar. However, our 
D.D.G.M., R.W. Jay Cebollero contacted lodges and found two willing to take our candidates. Our Masonic 
community is absolutely the best. On October 29th, Winter Garden Lodge No. 165 conferred the Master Mason 
degree to three of our Fellowcrafts. A heartfelt thanks to W.M. José Morales for the courtesy work extended to our 
lodge candidates. 
 
November will be one month to remember. On November 5th, we celebrated our 6th Annual Island Degree. This 
time, we raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason a father and son. It was an amazing experience at 
Makinson Island. Don’t forget that we have the official T-Shirts for sale at our website. See below for the link to get 
yours. 
 
On the morning of November 5th, we also raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason six more brothers. This 
was at the same time that the Masters & Wardens Association met in our dining room. A total of 8 brothers were 
raised on November 5th. I want to thank everyone that came together to help out confer the degrees. It was an 
incredible show of support and camaraderie. 
 
Special thanks to the degree teams. You did an outstanding job! 
 
On November 8th we will be working at the two precincts we were assigned for the Mid-term Elections. Thank you 
for everyone who will participate. It’s going to be a loooong day, but I’m sure it’s going to be a great experience for 
all of us. 
 
On November 21st, Brother Juan Sepúlveda will be presenting his lecture “Burning the Taper”. This will be an 
interesting night of learning. We will keep our business to a minimum that night to give Juan ample time for his 
presentation. 
 
We will be having a social outing in December. Please stay tuned! 
 
Thank you for all you do for our lodge and for Masonry. 
 
IN LVX, 
 
Manny Lozada 
Worshipful Master  

 

 

 



3

  

 

From the West 
 
I am writing this article the day after the island degree and I cannot stop 
thinking about how grateful I am to be a member of our lodge. Within 7 days, 
we assisted Winter Garden while 3 of our brothers were raised there. We 
raised 6 brothers in our lodge yesterday morning and 2 brothers yesterday 
evening on the island. There were many curve balls thrown at us, but in our 
unity, we overcame and prevailed. Congratulations to our 11 new brothers, 
we look forward to seeing you in the lodge. 
 
We will soon begin preparation for the 2023 island degree. I believe the 
2023 island degree will be the best one yet as we will build on the previous 
successes and lessons learned. 
 
At the Masters and Wardens meeting, I was given our fundraiser tickets for 
the Grand Master’s Official Visit to the 16th Masonic District. If you are 
interested in purchasing a ticket, please see me or one of the other elected 
officers. 
 
Please save the following dates:  
 

 December 10th - Lodge Christmas Party. This is a great event completely handled by W:. Horne 
and financed by the lodge. Bring your family, enjoy great food and fellowship. We hope to see you 
there! 

 
 January 21st - Installation of Lodge Officers. Please come out and support your brothers as they 

are installed in their positions for the year. This is a special event and one that you do not want to 
miss.  

 
 February 10-19 - Osceola County Fair. This is a major event for our lodge in many ways. We 

raise money, improve our visibility with the community, and engage in real fellowship. Next month, 
we will begin sign-ups for the fair.  

 
As always, thank you for what you do for your brothers and the fraternity. I hope to see you in the lodge; it is always 
better when you are there.  
 
Fraternally,  
 
Sam Ashley 
Senior Warden 
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From the South 
 
Greetings from the south. 
 
No article this month. 
 
Rafael Surillo  
Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From the Secretary's Desk 
 
Brethren, 
 
Your dues notices are coming out in the mail shortly. 
 
We still have many members who have not paid their dues for 2022. This is a 
reminder that all dues should be received no later than December 27, 2022 to 
avoid suspension. Please do not hesitate to contact the Secretary or the 
Worshipful Master, if needed. 
 
For payments, check is preferred, or, if you are able to pay through the 
Circumscribe portal, that would be acceptable too. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Wendell Tomimbang 
Secretary 

 

 

 

 

From the Treasurer's Desk 
 
Greetings, Brothers, 
 
In case you haven’t heard, PWM Tom Clark was presented his blue hat on 
October 28, 2022. This ceremonial was made at the Valley of Orlando 
Scottish Rite. They recognized Tom’s 50-year membership in Scottish Rite 
Masonry. On behalf of the officers of Orange Blossom Lodge #80, we also 
congratulate Tom for his many years of service to our lodge and to the Valley 
of Orlando Scottish Rite. 
Coming soon dues notices will be sent out. I encourage all members of OBL 
#80 to renew your membership. We also encourage all members to consider 
attending future events such as the upcoming in-lodge Master Mason degree, 
the Mackinson Island Master Mason Degree, and the OBL #80 Children’s 
Christmas Party. For more details, refer to the event section of Team 
Reach. It is updated on a regular basis. 
For the many new members and for those that have been involved in Masonry 
for a while, have you thought about creating a Masonic Biography? This will 
be helpful for any Mason who wishes to have a form of Masonic service performed to celebrate their life. It is also 
worthwhile to share with family members that may have not kept up with your involvement in Masonry and it 
relevant appendant bodies. So, consider telling your story by creating your specific Masonic biography to share 
now and in the future. 
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Thanks. 
 
Jeff Sizemore  
Treasurer 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Education Column 
 
Announcement: 
 
We are proud to announce a couple of exciting education 
opportunities at our lodge for November and December. 
 

 November 21: Bro. Juan Sepúlveda will 
present his lecture titled Burning the Taper. 
The business part of the meeting will kept to a 
minimum to allow sufficient time for Bro. 
Juan's lecture. 

 December 19: The Masonic Legacy Society 
presents a Contemplative Masonic exercise. 
Led by W.M. Manny Lozada, a Masonic 
Legacy Society facilitator for the Southeast 
United States, the exercise will consist of a 
guided meditation on Masonic working tools. 
This exercise will take 80% of the meeting with 
minimum business.For more information 
about the Masonic Legacy Society, please 
visit the website at 
MasonicLegacySociety2026.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Get your Official Island Degree Shirt by 
clicking on the button or the image below 

 

Click here to buy your official Island Degree T-Shirt  
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Our Sponsors  
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Officer's Line 2022 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Sizemore 

treasurer@obl80.org 
 

Worshipful Master 
Manuel Lozada 

WorshipfulMaster@obl80.org 
+1 (352) 448-6694 

Secretary 
W∴ Wendell Tomimbang 

Secretary@obl80.org 

Senior Deacon 
Ivan Becerra 

SeniorDeacon@obl80.org 

 
Chaplain 

W∴ James Davis 
Chaplain@obl80.org 

  
Senior Steward 
Isaiah Schwartz 

SeniorSteward@obl80.org 

Historian 
W∴ James Fisher 

 
Junior Warden 
Rafael Surillo 

JuniorWarden@obl80.org 
 

  
Junior Steward 

Odormiro Ferreira 
JuniorSteward@obl80.org 

 
Marshal 

R∴ W∴ Robert Cunningham 
Marshal@obl80.org 

 
Senior Warden 
Sam Ashley, III 

SeniorWarden@obl80.org 

 
Junior Deacon 

H. Joe Perez 
JuniorDeacon@obl80.org 

 
Tyler 

Benny Iannuzzeli 

 

 

   

Committees for Masonic Year 2022 
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Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 Past Masters 
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