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October 2022 Trestleboard 
To be distributed to members of Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 and officers of the Proud 16th Masonic District. 

From the East 
Greetings, Brethren! 

September was a big month for our lodge even though we only had one stated 
meeting. We worked hard behind the scenes. There are multiple aspects for 
this statement and I’m going to break them down. 

After passing to the degree of Fellowcraft 11 Brothers, they immediately got 
to work on their catechism. They are working really hard and they have a great 
momentum. I have no doubt that our lodge will benefit greatly from these 
outstanding men and I can’t wait to be there for their raising to the Sublime 
Degree of Master Mason when that moment comes. I am very proud of their 
accomplishments and I have no doubt that they will be great Brothers and 
Masons. 

Another behind the scenes effort was our project to replace the old carpet in the hallway that leads to the lodge 
office. The carpet was the last remnant of the original carpet that used to cover the dining room floor. It had seen 
better days and it was time to replace it. I had been talking about this project for quite some time. Not a complicated 
nor an expensive project yet, very much needed. Brothers Ivan Becerra and Odormiro Ferreira stepped up to work 
on this project. I bought the materials and they took it from there. Now, a beautiful high performance vinyl laminate 
adorns your path when you walk that hallway. Thank you, Brothers Iván and Odormiro. 

Similarly, there was another project that saw its fruition this month. Since January 2020, I’ve been waiting for this 
moment. Back then, we replaced the outdated sound system for the lodge-room which consisted of an old amplifier 
that didn’t even have a cover. All the electronics were exposed. This was a project from W.M. Chris Davis. With 
the help of Brother Khristopher Rodriguez, we installed a new amplifier, a sound mixer, replaced all microphones 
and added wireless microphone capabilities. This was phase one, because there was more to be done but I 
decided not to spend too much money and leave phase two for a later date. Phase two consisted of replacing the 
overhead speakers. In 2020, we knew that we could use the new sound system with the original speakers, however 
the capability and range of those speakers was severely limited. This year, I embarked on implementing phase 
two. Brothers Iván, Odormiro and Juan Sepúlveda helped me make this project a reality. Six new speakers and 
two subwoofers were installed to bring the sound system upgrade to completion. Our sound system now has all 
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the components as it was meant to be. It finally has the fidelity and power to carry the voices of our officers and to 
enhance our meetings and degrees with music that is meant to elevate our gatherings to new heights. 
 
My goal has always been to enhance the lodge experience for our Brothers. This is but one small aspect toward 
the higher goal to have meaningful lodge experiences for everyone that visits our Temple. May it benefit our 
brothers for many years to come! 
 
This month, we will celebrate the 60th Steak Dinner. Please get your tickets if you still don't have them. The event 
will be on October 15 at 6:00 pm. Also, don't forget the Island Degree is just around the corner! 
 
IN LVX, 
 
Manny Lozada 
Worshipful Master  

  

 

From the West 
 
My Brothers, 
 
It feels like time is moving faster as this year comes to a close. However, we 
still have much work to do. At the time that I am writing this, there are only a 
few steak dinner tickets remaining. If tickets are available, and you have not 
purchased them yet, I highly encourage you to do so.  
 
As a professional educator, I am often confronted with questions regarding 
grading. What is the difference between a student that scores 100% on an 
assignment and a student that scores 60% on an assignment. Some people 
may argue that both students have “demonstrated proficiency.” However, I 
argue that we must bear in mind that a proficiency of 60% is only one point 
from failing. If a student has strived to achieve a 60%, and they have a bad 
day, poor breakfast, had an unkind word spoken to them, or a simple pebble 
in their shoe, they could easily slide into the failing range. On the other 
hand, when a student has prepared themselves to demonstrate mastery at 
the 100% level, they can endure the unexpected and still remain proficient.  
 
We must strive for excellence.  
 
Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men. -John F. Kennedy, 35th President of the United States of 
America 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Sam Ashley 
Senior Warden 
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From the South 
 
Greetings from the south. 
 
No article this month. 
 
Rafael Surillo  
Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 

  

 

From the Treasurer's Desk 
 
Greetings, Brothers, 
 
For this month, I wanted to share some of how Freemasonry affected the 
forming of the United States of America. In studying history, one can see the 
role that Freemasonry played in both individuals and bonding of 
individuals. Paul Revere’s ride was instrumental to alerting others that the 
British were coming. One can see when George Washington was chosen as 
Commander-in-Chief that was his Mason brothers that stepped up upon 
hearing the distress call to come together across the colonies to form the 
militias that fought against the well-trained armies of the British. Over the 
period of the American Revolution, almost 50% of the generals that served 
were Masons. 
 
When you view that Declaration of Independence, do you realize that 33% of 
the individuals who signed the document were Masons and that they were 
willing to sign knowing that they would be hunted down by the British. Did you 
also realize that the Constitution is also modeled from Masonic teachings? Other countries at that time were ruled 
by kings who granted rights and not a constitution. It was their familiarity with Freemasonry that gave them the 
ideas to be different some from the ruling structure of Europe. 
So, I encourage you to also study history of various periods to also learn more about Freemasonry and you will be 
enlightened. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Jeff Sizemore  
Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Education Column 
 
Announcement: 
 
We are proud to announce a couple of exciting education 
opportunities at our lodge for November and December. 
 

 November 21:  Bro. Juan Sepúlveda will 
present his lecture titled Burning the Taper. 
The business part of the meeting will kept to a 
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minimum to allow sufficient time for Bro. 
Juan's lecture. 

 December 19: The Masonic Legacy Society 
presents a Contemplative Masonic exercise. 
Led by W.M. Manny Lozada, a Masonic 
Legacy Society facilitator for the Southeast 
United States, the exercise will consist of a 
guided meditation on Masonic working tools. 
This exercise will take 80% of the meeting with 
minimum business.For more information 
about the Masonic Legacy Society, please 
visit the website at 
MasonicLegacySociety2026.com. 
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Our Sponsors  
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Officer's Line 2022 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Sizemore 

treasurer@obl80.org 
 

Worshipful Master 
Manuel Lozada 

WorshipfulMaster@obl80.org 
+1 (352) 448-6694 

Secretary 
W∴ Wendell Tomimbang 

Secretary@obl80.org 

Senior Deacon 
Ivan Becerra 

SeniorDeacon@obl80.org 

 
Chaplain 

W∴ James Davis 
Chaplain@obl80.org 

  
Senior Steward 
Isaiah Schwartz 

SeniorSteward@obl80.org 

Historian 
W∴ James Fisher 

 
Junior Warden 
Rafael Surillo 

JuniorWarden@obl80.org 
 

  
Junior Steward 

Odormiro Ferreira 
JuniorSteward@obl80.org 

 
Marshal 

R∴ W∴ Robert Cunningham 
Marshal@obl80.org 

 
Senior Warden 
Sam Ashley, III 

SeniorWarden@obl80.org 

 
Junior Deacon 

H. Joe Perez 
JuniorDeacon@obl80.org 

 
Tyler 

Benny Iannuzzeli 

 

 

   

Committees for Masonic Year 2022 
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Orange Blossom Lodge No. 80 Past Masters 
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